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PREFATORY  NOTE 


Many  transexuals,  both  those  who  have  undergone  surgery  and 
those  who  are  preparing  for  it,  have  expressed  a vital  concern  as  to 
the  views  of  their  clergy  on  the  transexual  condition  and  its  amend- 
ment by  means  of  the  sex  reassignment  operation.  In  their  interest, 
the  Erickson  Educational  Foundation  has  canvassed  a number  of 
distinguished  clergymen  of  various  faiths  who  have  generously  agreed 
to  share  with  us  their  conscientious  reflections  on  the  religious  and 
ethical  aspects  of  this  question.  In  every  case,  their  viewpoints  have 
been  enriched  by  personal  experience  in  counseling  transexuals  or 
members  of  other  sexual  minorities. 

Since  transexualism  has  only  recently  come  to  general  attention, 
the  various  churches  have  not  yet  formulated  any  official  positions 
on  the  subject.  Therefore  we  wish  to  stress,  on  behalf  of  those  clergy- 
men whose  statements  on  transexualism  are  quoted  in  these  pages, 
that  their  statements  represent  only  the  individual  interpretations, 
within  the  context  of  thought  of  the  churches  they  serve,  of  the  pastors 
themselves.  Nevertheless,  we  believe  that  the  transexual  who  is 
seeking  religious  guidance  many  find  help  and  comfort  in  the  fact 
that  clergymen  representing  a wide  spectrum  of  sectarian  belief  have 
given  such  careful  and  compassionate  consideration  to  their  problems 
as  these  statements  clearly  reflect.1 


1.  This  is  consistent  with  the  liberal  and  sympathetic  attitude  shown  by  many 
American  clergymen  from  the  outset.  A year  after  completion  of  the  first 
sex  reassignment  operation  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  a sampling  of 
opinions  of  Baltimore  clergymen  of  various  faiths  was  undertaken.  It  was 
reported  in  the  Baltimore  Sun,  Nov.  23,  1966  issue,  that  thirteen  of  the 
clergymen  approved  the  procedure,  while  one  reserved  judgment. 
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STATEMENTS  BY  THE  CLERGY 


One  by-product  of  the  increasingly  open  discussion  of  our  human 
condition  as  it  relates  to  our  sexuality  is  the  revelation  of  the  breadth 
and  variety  of  the  sexual  dynamics  at  work  in  persons.  We  have 
become  aware  not  only  of  the  varieties  of  heterosexual  and  homo- 
sexual feelings  but  also  of  transvestites  and  transexuals. 

The  deep  human  needs  related  to  sex,  whatever  its  expression, 
are  a challenge  to  the  pastor  and  to  every  member  of  a religious 
congregation.  Our  commitment  to  a compassionate  and  merciful  God 
who  seeks  to  help  each  one  of  us  achieve  our  fullest  potential  requires 
that  we  reach  out  in  love  to  all  who  are  seeking  a fuller  and  more 
meaningful  life. 

To  fulfill  this  ministry  we  need  to  prepare  ourselves  to  both 
widen  and  deepen  our  understanding  of  persons  and  how  we  may 
relate  to  each  other  in  love. 

Dr.  William  H.  Genne 
Coordinator  of  Sexuality 
Marriage  and  Family  Ministries 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


The  Christian  Scientist  views  Divine  Love,  or  God,  as  the  creative 
principle  of  the  universe,  inclusive  of  man.  “Love  is  impartial  and 
universal  in  its  adaptations  and  bestowals”  writes  Mary  Baker  Eddy 
in  her  textbook2  on  Christian  Science.  These  teachings  recognize  that 
man  and  the  universe  are  created  in  the  very  image  and  likeness  of 
God. 


Love,  the  creative  force,  would  never  inflict  upon  a man  or  a 
woman  an  affliction  which  is  indelible  or  unchangeable.  Love  is  caring 
and  cherishing  in  its  concern  for  all  its  creation. 
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The  way  out  of  any  human  dilemma  is  afforded  to  every  child 
of  God.  And  this  way  out  can  best  be  seen  and  recognized  as 
a way  “over”  the  adverse  human  situation,  be  it  expressed  as  an 
undesirable  character  trait,  enmeshment  in  an  inappropriate  human 
relationship  or  entrapment  in  a chemically  imbalanced  genetic  human 
body.  Love  offers  an  infinite  variety  of  solutions  to  every  adverse 
human  situation  and  condition.  Love  offers  infinite  alternatives  to 
its  creation,  man  and  the  universe,  with  which  to  solve  that  which  is 
seen  or  recognized  as  a human  dilemma. 

The  way  out — or  over — the  human  need  is  accomplished  when 
the  individual  acknowledges  and  accepts  Divine  Love  as  the  very — 
and  only — creative  principle  of  his  entire  being. 

Through  regular  and  consistent  prayer  and  meditation,  the 
individual  afflicted  with  the  gender  identity  problem  begins  to  alter 
his  perspective  relative  to  the  problem.  Instead  of  blaming  God  for 
creating  him  abnormal,  he  would  acknowledge  God — or  Divine  Love — 
as  the  perfect  Creator  of  a perfect  universe,  inclusive  of  himself. 

Naturally,  the  opposite  of  this  type  of  affirmative  prayer  would 
only  lead  to  further  entrenchment  in  the  problem.  So  it  is  important — 
vitally  important — for  those  who  desire  changes  in  their  human 
situations  to  be  positive  in  their  affirmative  prayer. 

And  Love,  in  its  infinite  concern  for  man,  would  then  be  known, 
trusted  and  felt  as  a deliverer  from  the  “snare  and  noisome  pestilence." 

In  summary,  then,  the  Christian  Scientist  recognizes  the  need 
to  utilize  affirmative  prayer  in  every  adverse  human  situation — a 
prayer  which  acknowledges  God,  or  Divine  Love  as  the  sole  Creator 
of  the  universe,  a prayer  which  acknowledges  man  as  created  in  the 
very  image  and  likeness  of  God,  and  a prayer  which  trusts  Love  to 
be  the  universal  solvent  to  adverse  chemicalization,  be  it  mental  or 
physical. 

Man,  aligning  himself  with  absolute  Love,  emerges  victorious  in 
his  adjustment  to  every  human  challenge. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
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As  a clergyman  I support  all  attempts  to  enhance  the  humanity 
of  all  peoples.  I see  in  the  statements  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
America  no  conflict  with  the  services,  research  and  goals  of  the 
Erickson  Educational  Foundation  in  helping  those  with  the  problem 
of  transexualism  begin  to  find  the  harmony  and  wholeness  of  their 
being. 

Donald  Olsen 

Lutheran  Church  of  America, 

Center  for  Dialogue 


Recently  we  have  seen  an  urgent  need  to  promote  organ  trans- 
plants in  order  to  improve  upon  life  expectancy.  The  heart,  kidney, 
and  other  vital  organs  are  being  miraculously  used  to  foster  life  for 
many  persons.  However,  when  we  consider  altering  the  sexual  organs, 
there  is  generally  a moralistic  value  injected  that  is  curiously  absent 
from  surgical  procedures  involving  other  organs  of  the  body. 

This  brings  us  to  the  central  question  which  most  transexuals 
have  to  face  at  one  time  or  another:  Does  surgery  on  one’s  sexual 
organs  in  fact  constitute  a sin  against  God? 

The  Bible  emphasizes  that  the  godlike  quality  in  man  is  God’s 
own  image  and  not  our  sexual  organs.  Some  interpret  the  image  of 
God  in  man  as  a reference  to  our  bodily  appearance,  but  I believe  it 
is  more  of  an  intangible  likeness  with  God.  For  God  has  given  man 
a transcendent  nature  which  is  free  and  limited  at  the  same  time. 
Within  this  nature  man  has  the  opportunity  to  worship  and  walk  in 
fellowship  with  God,  but  he  is  still  limited  to  finite  conditions.  This 
nature,  and  not  our  sexual  organs,  is  what  distinguishes  us  from 
other  creatures. 

Therefore,  one  could  question  the  use  of  the  Bible  as  a club  to 
inflict  unnecessary  guilt  upon  a person  considering  a change  in  sexual 
identity.  Usually,  this  approach  drives  a transexual  to  denial  of  faith 
in  God  while  what  is  really  being  rejected  is  a misuse  of  the  Bible. 

James  E.  Mallory 
Chaplain  Resident  in 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Georgia  Mental  Health  Institute 
Atlanta,  Georgia 
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“Wholeness”  seems  to  have  been  an  important  goal  in  the  heal- 
ing, helping  ministry  of  Jesus.  Not  only  was  He  eager  to  restore 
health  to  those  who  were  blind,  or  deaf,  or  palsied  but  also  He 
brought  a total  health  to  those  who  were  both  physically  and  emotion- 
ally distressed.  There  are  many  instances  in  the  Gospels  which  bear 
upon  this  point.  Surely  a familiar  one  is  of  the  frightened  woman, 
ill  for  twelve  years,  who  fell  at  his  feet  and  touched  him  to  receive  his 
words  “Daughter  be  of  good  comfort:  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole; 
go  in  peace”  Luke  8:48. 

As  a pastoral  counselor  working  particularly  with  persons  who 
often  express  anxiety  because  of  their  sexuality,  I am  impressed  that 
responsible  leaders  in  the  field  of  medicine,  psychiatry,  and  other 
helping  professions  have  not  only  identified  the  transexual  male  or  fe- 
male but  also  have  developed  ways  and  means  to  help  restore  harmony 
and  "wholeness”  to  an  individual  who  has  known  much  personal  and 
social  pain.  In  my  mind,  the  researchers  and  others  who  have  labored 
courageously  in  this  controversial  work  have  been  involved  in  bringing 
about  miracles  which  turn  despair  into  hope,  sorrow  into  joy,  and 
turmoil  into  peace. 


If  there  are  problems  in  this  area  of  transexualism,  they  lie  in 
the  realm  of  fear  and  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  great  bulk  of  the 
population.  But  again,  ignorance  has  always,  even  as  it  did  in  the 
first  century,  held  back  the  truth  and  the  freedom  it  brings.  As 
Jesus  said,  “Ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make  you 
free”  John  8:32.  For  a man  or  a woman  to  learn  the  truth  about  his 
sexual  identity  and  then  to  have  the  support  of  certain  available 
medical  and  psychological  services  to  help  bring  about  the  long  hoped 
for  freedom,  makes  whatever  procedures  involved  seem  ethical  and 
moral  from  a Christian  point  of  view.  The  hope  must  be  that  all 
Christians  may  one  day  know  what  “wholeness”  and  “truth”  and 
“freedom”  mean  to  those  whose  defined  identity  seems  to  fall  within 
what  we  call  “transexualism." 


The  Rev.  Canon  Clinton  R.  Jones 
Christ  Church  Cathedral 
Hartford,  Connecticut 
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Transexualism,  or  as  it  is  better  described  today,  sex  reassign- 
ment, opens  the  door  to  numerous  debates  in  religious  circles  con- 
cerning its  moral  and  ethical  implications.  As  in  all  medical  cases, 
science  must  have  the  last  word.  Progress  in  understanding  the 
evolution  and  development  of  man,  both  mentally  and  physically,  is 
an  ever-increasing  manifestation  of  scientific  growth  and  discovery. 
Religious  leaders,  of  necessity,  must  apply  their  moral  teachings  and 
traditions  to  modern  situations  only  after  careful  reflection  and  study. 
One  has  only  to  think  of  the  debate,  not  so  very  old,  centering  around 
organ  transplants  and  blood  transfusions  to  realize  the  re-evaluation 
religion  has  had  to  make  in  dealing  with  the  wisdom  and  knowledge 
gained  through  scientific  study  and  experimentation.  Sex  reassign- 
ment will  long  be  a debate  in  religious  circles  but  open  minded 
religious  leaders  everywhere  will  particularly  wait  for  science  to  show 
its  inner  worth.  I,  for  one,  feel  it  is  not  so  much  a moral  issue  as  a 
medical-psychological  one. 


Rev.  Richard  C.  Messina 
Catholic  Priest 
Boston,  Mass. 


Questions  about  the  ethics  of  sex  ressignment  are  capable  of 
longwinded  debate,  as  Dr.  Money  has  pointed  out,  but  they  come 
down  in  the  end  to  the  conservative  view  that  sex  change  is  inherently 
wrong  as  such  or  to  the  liberal  view  that  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do  if 
and  when  its  results  are  sufficiently  beneficial  to  justify  its  costs. 

The  classical  and  traditional  view  in  the  mainstream  of  religious 
ethics,  especially  Catholic  moral  theology,  has  been  conservative.  Its 
doctrine  has  been  that  our  sexual  faculties  are  “final,”  meaning  given 
in  nature  and  therefore  subject  to  no  human  control  or  alteration. 

Against  this  there  has  always  been  a countervailing  humanism, 
a more  liberal  opinion.  This  liberality  has  increased  its  following 
steadily,  and  I endorse  it. 

Whether  any  medical  or  surgical  procedure  is  right  or  wrong  is 
not  to  be  decided  by  a priori  moral  principles  and  casuistry  but  the 
human  needs  of  happiness  and  psychophysical  well  being.  In  short, 
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ethical  problems  about  what  is  wrong  or  what  is  right  are  to  be  settled 
clinically,  according  to  each  case  and  its  factors. 

Sex  changes  can  be  not  only  right  permissively  but  positively 
good.  It  depends  upon  the  case,  the  situation.  It  is  no  more  right  or 
wrong,  as  such,  than  any  other  form  of  chemotherapy  and  plastic 
surgery.  The  only  weighty  objection  in  principle  would  be  aesthetic, 
not  ethical,  and  as  a question  of  taste  such  disapproval  would  be 
entirely  subjective  and  personal — not  in  the  order  of  moral  objection 
at  all. 

Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Fletcher 
Visiting  Professor,  Medical  Ethics 
University  of  Virginia 
School  of  Medicine 


One  of  the  fundamentals  of  Christianity  is  the  "change  of  heart," 
or  "change  of  mind,”  or  "change  of  spirit”  that  attends  an  individual's 
"conversion”  or  turning  in  a new  direction,  which  the  philosopher 
Paul  Tillich  calls  "the  new  being,”  or  as  St.  Paul  the  Apostle  wrote  in 
his  ancient  letter,  "a  new  creation." 

This  demand  is  placed  upon  human  beings  who  exist  in  an 
environment  of  ambiguity,  and  estrangement  from  the  Ultimate  Being, 
God.  Estrangement  means  a life  unfulfilled,  and  unable  to  reach 
beyond  the  structures  in  which  it  has  been  born.  Thus  human  life 
inevitably  includes  the  experience  of  frustration,  despair,  and  dis- 
tortion, which  means  that  the  human  organism  is  often  “torn  un- 
timely from  the  womb,”  and  the  roles  people  have  thrust  upon  them, 
and  the  physical,  social,  and  sexual  structures  they  have  inherited, 
either  out  of  an  early  environment  or  their  family  tree,  are  not  what 
their  maker  intended  them  to  be,  or  to  be  bound  by. 

When  Christ  spoke  of  being  "born  again,”  he  of  course  intended 
primarily  a rebirth  of  the  spirit.  But  he  also  spoke  of  being  born  again 
of  water  as  well  as  spirit,  which  properly  does  not  exclude  the  body, 
substance,  and  flesh  of  life.  If  the  body  we  inhabit  does  not  represent 
our  human  nature,  if  it  does  not  provide  us  with  the  instrumentation 
we  need  to  perform  the  music  of  the  soul,  if  it  fails  to  function  as  a 
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genuine  vessel  for  our  capacity  to  love,  then  it  surely  does  not  repre- 
sent the  original  intent  of  the  Almighty. 

All  of  this  is  to  argue  simply  that  a “crossing  over”  may  be 
needed  by  any  man  or  woman  at  any  age,  in  sexual  identity  and 
sexual  structure,  and  sexual,  social  role,  in  order  to  fulfill  his  or  her 
destiny  in  the  providence  of  God.  Providence,  in  the  biblical  tradition, 
is  the  element  of  "in  spite  of”  where  we  seek  to  live  and  celebrate 
life  in  the  midst  of  accident,  calamity,  chance,  evil,  and  every  form 
of  destructiveness,  by  the  “skin  of  our  teeth,”  with  the  courage  to  be 
something  more  and  beyond  what  nature  placed  upon  us. 

Rev.  William  Glenesk,  MA,  BD,  ARCT 
The  Spencer  Memorial  Church 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Genuine  sympathy  must  be  given  to  the  persons  who  suffer  con- 
flict and  confusion  over  their  sexual  role.  No  matter  the  origin  of  the 
confusion,  whether  by  genetic  factors  or  parental  influence  (the  lack 
of  influence  on  the  son  by  a father;  the  lack  of  influence  on  the 
daughter  by  the  mother),  these  persons  must  be  accepted  as  persons 
for  they  are  members  of  the  human  family  and  they  can  make  a 
contribution  to  society. 

In  no  way  are  they  or  anyone  else  to  blame  for  the  problem. 
But  they  should  have  help  to  deal  with  the  problem,  either  to  solve  it 
and  dissipate  it,  or  to  learn  to  live  with  it.  If  the  solution  for  such  a 
person  is  by  sexual  reassignment  surgery,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
social  code  or  in  the  religious  value  system  to  condemn  him,  even 
if  there  are  representatives  of  society  and  religion  who  are  ready  to 
condemn.  Certainly  they  throw  no  light  on  what  the  solution  can  be. 

It  is  pointless  to  blame  God  or  the  accident  of  birth  or  the  genetic 
antecedents  for  sexual  estrangement.  What  is  given,  the  only  factor 
to  consider,  is  severe  psychic  damage  with,  perhaps,  a somatic  comple- 
ment. Here,  resolution  is  needed  to  be  or  not  to  be.  And  there  is  no 
pose  of  responsibility  in  allowing  a twinge  of  conscience  to  interfere 
or  delay  the  decision.  The  choice  of  making  the  decision  must  be 
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kept  simple,  like  whether  or  not  we  like  carrots.  No  moral  structure 
in  this  world  can  force  the  decision  to  be  complicated.  If  a solution 
comes  by  sexual  reassignment  surgery,  all  people  of  wisdom  can 
truly  say,  "Thank  God!" 

Wilford  S.  Crum 
Protestant  Chaplain 
Manhattan  State  Hospital 
Ward's  Island,  N.  Y. 


Self-identity  is  contingent  upon  one's  ability  to  function  indi- 
vidually as  a unified,  harmoniously  operating  person.  The  designation 
male  or  female  is  not  an  extrinsic  or  accidental  component  of  the 
human  personality,  but  an  integral,  essential  part  of  it.  Personality 
must  include  a well  integrated  sexuality.  Should  physical  components 
need  surgical  adjustment  in  order  to  align  them  with  the  total  person- 
ality, the  responsible  corrective  surgery  involved  would  seem  to  be 
morally  warranted.  Such  surgery,  together  with  competent  psycho- 
therapy, would  free  the  person  involved  from  a hellish  existence, 
reconciling  for  him  the  demands  of  reality  with  his  personal  ability 
and  capacity  for  creative  growth.  Those  who  have  responsibly  chosen 
it  should  remember  that  God’s  greatest  glory  is  man  fully  alive! 

Brother  William  Modlin,  C.S.C. 

Homophile  Community  Health  Center 

Boston,  Massachusetts 


For  twenty-five  years  I was  a clergyman  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Currently  I am  in  public  relations  for  the  American  Baptists.  I am 
familiar  with  the  transexual  condition,  having  counseled  many  tran- 
sexuals and  having  served  as  executive  director  of  the  Erickson  Foun- 
dation. 

Any  antagonism  toward  the  transexual,  which  is  supposedly  based 
on  theological  arguments,  either  grows  out  of  trying  to  carry  ancient 
concerns  for  the  growth  of  the  tribe  into  the  modern  situation  where 
the  last  thing  we  need  is  more  population,  or  it  comes  from  the  notion, 
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still  clung  to  in  parts  of  the  USA,  that  sex  is  somehow  sinful  and 
unusual  sexuality  is,  for  some  illogical  reason,  even  worse. 

I see  nothing  in  the  love  of  Jesus  to  criticize  even  mildly  the  tran- 
sexual condition.  The  transexual  constitutes  a normal  minority,  com- 
pletely reasonable  when  one  plots  the  bell  curves  of  maleness  and 
femaleness  in  population  distribution.  The  overlapping  areas  are  not 
in  the  inter-quartile  range,  but  they  are  natural. 

Certainly  the  transexual  has  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  for  being 
a transexual.  He  (or  she)  may  even  have  certain  advantages  in  under- 
standing and  empathy.  Biblical  and  historical  statements  against  the 
transexual  lose  validity  when  taken  out  of  their  situational  contexts. 
I am  confident  that  God  loves  the  transexual  every  bit  as  much  as 
anyone  else.  It  is  time  his  church  members  went  and  did  likewise. 

Philip  Hoh 

Public  Relations  Services 


The  Erickson  Educational  Foundation  is  to  be  highly  commended 
for  its  work  in  helping  transexual  people  to  understand  their  problems 
and  to  encourage  those  who  wish  it  to  seek  sex  reassignment  through 
hormonal  and  surgical  techniques.  Given  our  present  state  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  transexual,  as  delineated  by  Dr.  John  Money  and  others, 
it  would  appear  that  sex  reassignment  is  the  therapy  of  choice  for  the 
transexual  person,  as  all  other  approaches  seem  to  fail.  In  my  opinion 
such  a procedure  is  entirely  ethical  and  moral,  and  I cannot  imagine 
any  scientifically  and  spiritually  enlightened  person  taking  any  other 
view.  It  is  my  belief  that  God  intends  for  us  to  live  abundant  and 
self-fulfilling  lives,  and  if  sex  reassignment  better  enables  the  tran- 
sexual to  achieve  this  goal  in  living,  then  it  would  seem  to  me  to  be 
positively  good. 

The  Rev.  Alvin  V.  P.  Hart 
Associate  Chaplain  and  Supervisor 
of  Clinical  Pastoral  Education 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital  Center 
New  York  City 


10 


Several  principles  of  Jewish  law  are  involved  in  transexualism. 
These  principles  have  not  yet  been  brought  to  bear  on  the  specific 
question  of  transexual  surgery,  this  being  a relatively  recent  possibility. 

I am  therefore  engaged  in  researching  the  applicability  of  these 
legal  and  psychological  factors.  The  generally  humanistic  tendency  of 
Jewish  law  leads  me  to  predict  a verdict  sympathetic  to  a person’s 
psychological  wholeness. 


Rabbi  David  M.  Feldman 

Author  of  BIRTH  CONTROL  IN  JEWISH  LAW 

(This  statement  will  be  updated  in  the  next  edition  of  this 
pamphlet.) 


As  a college  professor  and  Southern  Baptist  clergyman,  I am 
grateful  for  the  work  of  the  Erickson  Educational  Foundation.  Their 
pioneer  work  in  cross-gender  identification  has  given  hope  to  many  who 
otherwise  would  not  have  access  to  understanding  and  acceptance. 

As  a counselor  I have  worked  with  only  one  transexual  and  have 
seen  in  his  behavior  modification  a transformation  akin  to  the  Christian 
phenomenon  called  conversion  or  being  “born  again." 

Answers  to  life’s  complicated  problems  are  not  easily  found,  but 
abundant  life  and  wholeness  seem  to  be  what  the  gospel  is  all  about. 
Jesus  was  not  a stone  caster.  He  was  always  eager  to  restore  health 
to  those  who  were  blind  or  deaf,  or  palsied,  or  taken  in  the  act  of 
adultery. 

The  helping  professions  today  must  strive  for  a compassion  born 
of  understanding  and  coupled  with  an  intelligence  of  what  we  can  and 
cannot  do  for  people.  God  loves  the  transexual  as  much  as  anyone 
else.  And  He  wants  us  to  act  responsibly  in  giving  of  skills  which  can 
aid  the  transexual  to  a more  abundant  life  in  this  world. 

Dr.  David  Edens 

Director,  Marriage  and  Family  Program 
Stephens  College, 

Columbia,  Missouri 

and  Pastor,  Unity  Baptist  Church 

Fulton,  Missouri 
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COMMENTARY 


Most  men,  regardless  of  sect,  profess  to  believe  that  their  God 
is  a merciful  God.  Surely,  then,  it  is  enjoined  upon  man  that  he  be 
compassionate,  in  imitation  of  his  God.  Yet,  in  practice,  many  of  us 
unconsciously  set  limits  to  our  compassion.  The  lines  are  generally 
drawn  where  we  are  confronted  with  a way  of  life  that  is  seemingly  so 
alien  to  our  own  that  fear  of  the  unknown  leads  us  into  harsh  judg- 
ments of  our  fellow  man.  If  we  confuse  difference  with  separation, 
we  are  forgetting  that  all  men  are  manifestations  of  the  one  God,  and 
that  no  man  may  be  set  outside  the  human  pale.  Even  before  Jesus, 
the  Roman  author  Terence  said:  "I  am  a man:  nothing  human  is  alien 
to  me.”  If  each  individual  is  sacred  to  God,  we  might  do  well  to 
perfect  ourselves  in  the  recognition  of  God’s  likeness  in  every  one  of 
our  fellow  men. 

The  natural  by-product  of  ignorance  is  prejudice,  and  the  only 
antidote  for  the  disease  of  prejudice  is  knowledge.  Both  scientific 
knowledge  and  religious,  or  humanistic,  awareness  offer  means  by 
which  prejudice  against  the  transexual  may  be  dispelled.  Specialists 
in  the  physical  and  psychological  sciences  have  long  agreed,  and 
offered  convincing  proofs  to  this  effect,  that  masculinity  and  femininity 
are  not  opposites,  but  related  polarities  along  the  spectrum  of  human 
qualities.  Our  masculine  or  feminine  identity  is  never  so  unambiguous 
as  "common  sense”  may  suppose. 

Even  if  we  are  not  scientifically  inclined,  each  of  us  can  prove 
this  truth  for  himself.  Look  inward:  honest  introspection  easily  re- 
veals that  any  one  of  us  has  some  interests,  characteristics,  preferences 
and  tendencies  we  may  normally  regard  as  properly  belonging  to  the 
opposite  sex.  The  current  revolution  in  sexual  roles,  where  our  abso- 
lute definitions  of  masculine  and  feminine  have  begun  to  break  down 
and  shade  into  each  other,  reflects  our  growing  awareness  of  this 
inner  complexity. 

Our  bodies,  too,  will  bear  this  out,  for  it  is  quite  apparent  that 
to  some  degree  we  all  carry  the  characteristic  physiognomy  of  the 
"opposite”  sex:  the  nipples  of  the  male,  the  clitoris  of  the  female. 

We  have  only  to  intensify,  by  many  magnifications,  the  sense  of 
discomfort  our  own  slight  conflicts  in  sexual  identity  produce,  to  begin 
to  understand  the  motivation  of  the  transexual  to  resolve  a conflict 
that  is  absolute,  and  that  hampers  at  every  turn  his  desire  for  a 
fulfilled  life. 


12 


Some  persons  who  sincerely  believe  that  they  object  to  sex 
reassignment  surgery  on  moral  grounds  may  concede  that  the  highest 
morality  lies  in  providing  relief  from  suffering,  yet  deny  the  right  to 
this  relief  to  the  transexual.  These  same  individuals  may  hold  that 
suicide  is  a mortal  sin,  while  refusing  to  recognize  that  the  transexual 
who  does  not  obtain  medical  help  may  well,  in  his  desperation,  choose 
death  as  the  only  alternative  to  his  radical  alienation  from  life. 

Most  religious  philosophies  affirm  that  the  goal  of  life  lived  within 
a religious  context  is  totally  functioning,  fulfilled  man — man  alive.  The 
realization  of  the  integrity,  the  wholeness,  of  each  individual  is  his 
inalienable  right  before  man  and  God.  The  transexual,  torn  by  the 
conflict  between  his  physique  and  his  psyche,  often  miserably  unable 
to  function  even  on  a minimal  level,  let  alone  to  fulfill  his  unique 
individual  talents  and  contribute  them  to  society,  knows  he  can  claim 
this  God-given  right,  now  that  there  is  expert  professional  help  avail- 
able to  him.  Who  would  deny  his  suffering  fellow  man  such  help  on 
moral  grounds? 

The  spiritual  integrity  of  the  transexual  requires  that  his  physique 
be  adjusted  to  his  inner  sense  of  self.  Since  we  no  longer  equate 
physical  alteration  with  mutilation  in  the  case  of  most  surgical  pro- 
cedures, can  we  not  apply  the  same  standard  of  judgment  to  sex 
reassignment?  Then  we  may  more  readily  acknowledge  that  a spirit 
in  conflict  with  the  body  is  justified  in  claiming  the  right  to  be  freed 
from  this  handicap. 

The  philosopher  of  religion,  Alan  Watts,  in  one  of  his  many  publi- 
cations, THE  BOOK  ON  THE  TABOO  AGAINST  KNOWING  WHO  YOU 
ARE,  discusses  the  basis  of  this  claim  to  self-realization.  “Every  indi- 
vidual is  a unique  manifestation  of  the  Whole,  as  every  branch  is  a 
particular  outreaching  of  the  tree.  . . . Thus  the  soul  is  not  in  the 
body,  but  the  body  in  the  soul.  . . . (The  individual)  may  be  seen  . . . 
as  one  particular  focal  point  at  which  the  whole  universe  expresses 
itself.  . . . This  view  retains  and,  indeed,  amplifies  our  apprehension 
that  the  individual  is  in  some  way  sacred."  In  other  words,  the  tran- 
sexual is  as  sacred  as  all  others  in  the  expression  of  the  mystery  of 
God’s  universe. 

It  is  in  behalf  of  the  right  to  fulfillment  of  the  sacred  individuality 
of  the  transexual,  and  in  the  highest  traditions  of  morality  and  brother- 
hood, that  the  statements  by  clergy  printed  herein  were  made. 
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